THE

CHURCH   OF   ENGLAND

CHAPTER  I

THE  ANGLO-SAXON  PERIOD

THE history of the English Church begins
with the conversion to Christianity of the
English people. There were already Chris-
tians in all parts of Great Britain; where
the English* had conquered and settled there
was a minority of serfs; elsewhere a Celtic
population that was either independent or
under English domination. But these Chris-
tians were to have, at the utmost, an influence
upon English Christianity; they were not to
control its structure or its character.

The conversion of the English was not an
isolated event. It was part of a change
through which all the Teutonic races that
won new homes in what had been the Roman
Empire had passed or were to pass. Latin
Christianity for them represented a higher
life, in morals and civilization, than that of
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